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1. Introduction
The United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),
with the Sonoma County Water Agency (hereafter referred to as “Sonoma Water”) as the
project sponsor, is developing a Watershed Plan – Environmental Document (Watershed PlanED) for the Central Sonoma Watershed Project in Sonoma County, California. Development of
the plan is authorized by the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act (Public Law [PL]
83-566).
NRCS, as the lead federal agency, has initiated scoping under the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) to inform the development of a Watershed Plan and Environmental Document (PlanED). The Plan-ED will comply with the Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ’s) regulations at
40 CFR Parts 1500-1508, which require an evaluation of potential environmental impacts
associated with federal projects and actions. The purpose of the Plan-ED is to develop and
analyze the effects of watershed project plan alternatives to the natural and human
environment. The purpose of the project is to restore or improve flood protection and mitigate
vulnerabilities to increase community resilience over the next 50 years.

1.1. Scoping Goals and Objectives
Scoping is the integral first step of the NEPA process. It is an early and open process for
determining the scope of issues to be addressed and for identifying the significant issues related
to a proposed action (40 CFR Part 1501.7). The objectives of the scoping process are to:
•
•
•

•

•

Engage interested parties and the general public in the early identification of concerns,
potential impacts, and possible alternative actions;
Determine the scope and the significant issues to be analyzed in depth in the Plan-ED;
Identify potentially significant issues related to the proposed action, as well as
identifying and eliminating issues that are not significant or that have been covered by
prior environmental review;
Identify the scope of issues to be addressed and integrate analyses required by other
environmental laws (e.g., Endangered Species Act, National Historic Preservation Act);
and
Identify technical studies needed to adequately address potential impacts of the
project.
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2. Scoping Process
2.1. Schedule
The following dates outline the milestones for the scoping announcement and activities that
occurred in preparation for the formal 30-day scoping comment period. The scoping comment
period opened on March 21, 2022, and closed on April 21, 2022.
•

October 21, 2021: Kick-off meeting with the NRCS and sponsor project team discussing
approaches to scoping and Sonoma Water and NRCS announcement requirements.

•

Noticing – Sonoma Water implemented a tiered approach to scoping noticing to exceed
the minimum NRCS NEPA requirements and capture a wide cross-section of the public.
o Legal Notice – A legal notice with project information (description of project,
point of contacts, website, etc.), scoping period dates, and public scoping
meeting instructions was circulated in the Santa Rosa Press Democrat on March
20, March 27, and April 3, 2022, in accordance with NRCS scoping meeting
requirements.
o Postcards – A mailing list was developed for all property owners within ¼ mile of
CSWP dams and facilities covered by the proposed Watershed Plan. Postcards
were developed that included project information (description of project, point
of contacts, website, etc.), scoping period dates, and public scoping meeting
instructions and circulated to 1,811 recipients on the mailing list. Postcards were
mailed on March 16, 2022.
o Public Fact Sheet – The Sonoma Resource Conservation District (RCD) is actively
engaged with landowners and watershed groups throughout the CSWP project
area. The RCD manages an email list of key stakeholders and landowners but due
to confidentiality limitations could not disclose the email addresses included on
the list. To leverage the RCDs contacts Sonoma Water developed a Fact Sheet
that included project information (description of project, point of contacts,
website, etc.), scoping period dates, and public scoping meeting instructions and
provided the document to the RCD. The RCD subsequently circulated the Public
Fact Sheet to their email list of 45 entities on March 16, 2022.
o Agency Fact Sheet – A mailing list was developed that included but was not
limited to local tribes, Permit Sonoma, City of Santa Rosa, local flood committee
members and numerous regulatory officials with the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife, North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board, National
Marine Fisheries Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and various organizations
with an interest in the Santa Rosa Creek watershed. An Agency Fact Sheet was
developed that included project information (description of project, point of
contacts, website, etc.), scoping period dates, and agency scoping meeting
instructions and circulated to a total of 54 recipients on the mailing list, 46 via
email and 8 via U.S. mail. Fact sheets were emailed and mailed on March 16,
2022. Email and mail notifications included a Zoom meeting invite and passcode
for the Agency Scoping Meeting.
o Press Release – Sonoma Water maintains an email list for distributing press
releases to local newspapers, radio, television stations, elected officials and
2
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public agencies regarding Sonoma Water projects. Information on the Public Fact
Sheet (see above) was reorganized into email form and distributed to over 220 of
Sonoma Water’s contacts as a Press Release on March 29, 2022. The Press
Release was distributed in English and Spanish.
o Agency Email – It is standard practice for Sonoma Water to notify its Board of
Directors whenever a key project milestone is reached. In this case, Sonoma
Water notified its Board of Directors that a NEPA scoping meeting and scoping
period for the CSWP was forthcoming. The email notifications were sent on
March 14, 2022 and included project information (description of project, point of
contacts, website, etc.), scoping period dates, and scoping meeting instructions.
Website – The various notices described above all included a website address that directed
interested parties in how to obtain additional project information, scoping meeting dates, and
importantly, a full description of ways to submit scoping comments. The website went live on
March 16, 2022 and was provided in English and Spanish.
•

March 21, 2022: Opening of formal public comment period; As noted above, Fact
Sheets and postcards with meeting details and the official comment period were mailed
to agencies, stakeholders, tribal contacts, and surrounding landowners starting March
16.

•

April 6, 2022: Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and in conformance with restrictions
issued by the Sonoma County Health Officer, public scoping meetings were held
virtually; an agency and stakeholder scoping meeting was held in the morning, and a
public webinar meeting was held in the evening. Spanish interpretation was offered
during the evening meeting.

•

April 21, 2022: Close of formal public comment period.

Public scoping notice materials are included as Appendix A.

2.2. Public Meetings
A public scoping meeting for agencies and stakeholders was held on Wednesday, April 6, 2022,
from 10 to 11 a.m. PST via Zoom. The meeting consisted of a presentation of the PL 83-566
program, the project purpose and need, and an introduction to the NEPA process; presenters
included staff from Sonoma Water (Aaron Fulton), the NRCS (Ernesto De La Riva) and Jones and
DeMille Engineering (Jenna Jorgensen). There were three attendees from agencies and
stakeholders, including the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and the Laguna
Foundation.
A public scoping meeting for a broader audience was held on Wednesday, April 6, 2022, from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. PST via Zoom webinar. The same meeting presentation was shared and a
Spanish language translation channel was provided. There were 12 public attendees in the
meeting and no attendees joined the Spanish interpretation option.
The meeting presentation slides are attached as Appendix B. The meeting attendance lists are
attached as Appendix C.
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3. Comments
The formal open public comment period was from March 21 to April 21, 2022.
Comments could be submitted by email, mail, phone, or website. Comments were received
from five commenters during the public comment period. The comments are included as
Appendix D.

4. Summary of Identified Issues
The following list summarizes the comments and concerns that were expressed during the
scoping process:
• Soil management
• Cultural and Tribal resources
• Flood risk/protection
• Telemetric monitoring systems
• Additional beneficial uses
• Stormwater management
• Hydrologic and hydraulic analysis
• Wildfire
• Trash control
All comments submitted will be given full consideration for applicability to the project scope;
however, not all of the comments and concerns expressed are relevant to the analysis of the
Proposed Action. Those comments that are relevant will be carried forward in the
environmental analysis.
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Public Meeting Notice Documents
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Central Sonoma Watershed Project
Sonoma County, California
Scoping Meeting Notice
Project Information

Scoping Meeting

The Central Sonoma Watershed Project (CSWP) was
completed between 1962 and 1988 and includes four
reservoirs (Brush Creek Reservoir, Piner Reservoir, Spring
Lake, and Matanzas Creek Reservoir), diversion structures on
Spring and Santa Rosa Creeks, and channel conveyance
facilities in the Santa Rosa Creek subwatershed in Sonoma
County, California (see map, reverse).

Sonoma Water and NRCS will hold a scoping meeting to
describe the project, solicit input, and review procedures
for providing comments and resource information to be
considered. Any stakeholders who have an interest or
nexus in the development of the Watershed Plan – ED are
invited to attend the following virtual meeting:

Date: April 6, 2022

Owned and operated by Sonoma Water, the CSWP provides
critical flood protection for the City of Santa Rosa and
surrounding communities. Given the age of CSWP facilities,
development and land-use changes that have occurred over
the last 60 years and newly available seismic risk and climate
data, Sonoma Water and the United States Department of
Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
are proposing a new Watershed Plan under the Watershed
Protection and Flood Prevention Act (Public Law 83-566 [PL566]). The purpose of the Watershed Plan is to identify and
evaluate alternatives that restore or improve flood
protection in the City of Santa Rosa and surrounding
communities and mitigate vulnerabilities to increase
community resilience over the next 50 years.

Time: 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 (PST)
Place: Online at zoom.us
Meeting ID: 865 9200 0603
Call-in Number: (346) 248-7799

How to Comment:
Comments will be accepted through the project website,
email, and mail between March 21, 2022, and April 21,
2022, 11:59 PM (PST). Mailed comments will be accepted
if postmarked by April 21, 2022.

Website: https://centralsonomawatershedplan.com/
Email: comment@centralsonomawatershedplan.com

As the Federal Lead Agency, NRCS will assist Sonoma Water
and publish a combined Watershed Plan - Environmental
Document (Watershed Plan – ED) that complies with the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The initial NEPA
process includes a public scoping meeting and a 30-day
scoping period when the public may provide input,
comments, and information for the planning process.
Comments and information received during the scoping
period will be considered when identifying and evaluating
feasible alternatives in the Draft Watershed Plan – ED.

Mail: Attn: Jenna Jorgensen

Jones & DeMille Engineering 1535 S. 100 W.
Richfield, UT 84701

Questions:
Questions may be directed to Sonoma Water’s Project
Manager - Aaron Fulton at (707) 547-1974.
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Central Sonoma Watershed Project
Sonoma County, California
Scoping Meeting Notice
Project Information

Scoping Meeting

The Central Sonoma Watershed Project (CSWP) was
completed between 1962 and 1988 and includes four
reservoirs (Brush Creek Reservoir, Piner Reservoir, Spring
Lake, and Matanzas Creek Reservoir), diversion structures on
Spring and Santa Rosa Creeks, and channel conveyance
facilities in the Santa Rosa Creek subwatershed in Sonoma
County, California (see map, reverse).

Sonoma Water and NRCS will hold a scoping meeting to
describe the project, solicit input, and review procedures
for providing comments and resource information to be
considered. Any agencies or stakeholders who have an
interest or nexus in the development of the Watershed
Plan – ED are invited to attend the following virtual
meeting:

Owned and operated by Sonoma Water, the CSWP provides
critical flood protection for the City of Santa Rosa and
surrounding communities. Given the age of CSWP facilities,
development and land-use changes that have occurred over
the last 60 years and newly available seismic risk and climate
data, Sonoma Water and the United States Department of
Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
are proposing a new Watershed Plan under the Watershed
Protection and Flood Prevention Act (Public Law 83-566 [PL566]). The purpose of the Watershed Plan is to identify and
evaluate alternatives that restore or improve flood
protection in the City of Santa Rosa and surrounding
communities and mitigate vulnerabilities to increase
community resilience over the next 50 years.

Date: April 6, 2022
Time: 10 a.m.
Place: Online at zoom.us
Meeting ID: 845 5403 4582
Call-in Number: (669) 900-6833

How to Comment:
Comments will be accepted through the project website,
email, and mail between March 21, 2022, and April 21,
2022, 11:59 PM (PST). Mailed comments will be accepted
if postmarked by April 21, 2022.

Website: https://centralsonomawatershedplan.com/

As the Federal Lead Agency, NRCS will assist Sonoma Water
and publish a combined Watershed Plan - Environmental
Document (Watershed Plan – ED) that complies with the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The initial NEPA
process includes a public scoping meeting and a 30-day
scoping period when the public may provide input,
comments, and information for the planning process.
Comments and information received during the scoping
period will be considered when identifying and evaluating
feasible alternatives in the Draft Watershed Plan – ED.

Email: comment@centralsonomawatershedplan.com
Mail: Attn: Jenna Jorgensen

Jones & DeMille Engineering 1535 S. 100 W.
Richfield, UT 84701

Questions:
Questions may be directed to Sonoma Water’s Project
Manager - Aaron Fulton at (707) 547-1974.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Barry Dugan
All Agency Employees
Press release
Monday, March 28, 2022 5:05:04 PM
Outlook-kpx2ttu0.png

This press release will be distributed tomorrow.
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 29, 2022
CONTACT:
Barry Dugan
Sonoma Water
707-331-2040
barry.dugan@scwa.ca.gov

(Spanish below) (Español abajo)

Sonoma Water to Host Meeting to Discuss Improvements to
Central Sonoma Watershed Project
Sonoma Water and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will hold a virtual scoping
meeting to discuss the new watershed Plan for the Central Sonoma Watershed Project on
Wednesday April 6 at 6:30 p.m. The purpose of the Watershed Plan is twofold:

Identify and evaluate alternatives that restore or improve flood protection in the City of
Santa Rosa and surrounding communities.
Mitigate vulnerabilities to increase community resilience over the next 50 years.
The Central Sonoma Watershed Project (CSWP) provides flood protection for the City of Santa Rosa
and surrounding communities. The CSWP was designed in 1958 and includes four reservoirs (Brush
Creek Reservoir, Piner Reservoir, Matanzas Creek Reservoir and Spring Lake), two diversion
structures and approximately 21 miles of channel improvements in the Santa Rosa Creek watershed.
Given the age of CSWP facilities, development and land-use changes that have occurred over the last
60 years and newly available seismic risk and climate data, Sonoma Water and the NRCS are
proposing a new Watershed Plan.
“The purpose of the scoping meeting is to describe the project to the general public, solicit input and
let the public know how to provide comments they would like to have considered,” said Sonoma
County Supervisor and Sonoma Water Board member Susan Gorin. In addition to the scoping
meeting, there is a 30-day scoping period when the public may provide input, comments, and
information for the planning process. Comments and information received during the 30-day
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scoping period will be considered when identifying and evaluating feasible alternatives in the Draft
Watershed Plan. “It’s a great opportunity for Sonoma County residents to provide feedback
regarding the Watershed Plan, which will strengthen Santa Rosa’s flood resiliency for the next 50
years,” Gorin added.
The public is invited to attend, discuss and comment during the following virtual Watershed Plan
scoping meeting:
Date:     April 6
Time:     6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Place:    zoom.us
Meeting ID: 865 9200 0603
Call-in Number: (346) 248-7799
How to Comment: Comments will be accepted through the project website, email, and mail,
between March 21, 2022 and April 21, 2022, 11:59 PM (PST ). Mailed comments will be accepted if
postmarked by April 21, 2022
Website: https://centralsonomawatershedplan.com/
Email: comment@centralsonomawatershedplan.com
Mail: Attn: Jenna Jorgensen
Jones & DeMille Engineering
1535 S. 100 W. Richfield, UT 84701
############
Sonoma Water provides water supply, flood protection and sanitation services for portions of
Sonoma and Marin counties. Visit us on the Web at www.sonomawater.org

Sonoma Water organizará una reunión para discutir mejoras al plan
de la cuenca hidrográfica de Santa Rosa Creek
Sonoma Water y el Servicio de Conservación de Recursos Naturales (NRCS, por sus siglas en inglés)
llevarán a cabo una reunión virtual de exploración para discutir el nuevo Plan de Cuenca del
Proyecto de la Cuenca del Centro de Sonoma el miércoles 6 de abril a las 6:30 p.m. El Plan de Cuenca
tiene dos objetivos principales:

Identificar y evaluar alternativas que restablezcan o mejoren la protección contra
inundaciones en la Ciudad de Santa Rosa y las comunidades aledañas.
Mitigar las vulnerabilidades para aumentar la resiliencia de la comunidad durante los
próximos 50 años.
El Proyecto de la Cuenca del Centro de Sonoma (CSWP, por sus siglas en inglés) brinda protección
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contra inundaciones a la ciudad de Santa Rosa y comunidades aledañas. El CSWP fue diseñado en
1958 e incluye cuatro presas (Brush Creek Reservoir, Piner Reservoir, Matanzas Creek Reservoir y
Spring Lake), dos estructuras de desvío y aproximadamente 21 millas de mejoras en el canal de la
cuenca del Santa Rosa Creek. Dada la antigüedad de las instalaciones del CSWP, el desarrollo y los
cambios en el uso de la tierra que se han producido en los últimos 60 años, el crecimiento de la
población y lo que ahora sabemos en términos del riesgo sísmico y las predicciones climáticas,
Sonoma Water y el NRCS están proponiendo un nuevo plan de cuencas hidrográficas.
“El propósito de la reunión de exploración es describir el proyecto al público en general, solicitar
opiniones y dejar que el público sepa cómo proporcionar comentarios para que puedan ser
considerados”, dijo Susan Gorin, supervisora del Condado de Sonoma y miembro de la Junta
Directiva de Sonoma Water. Además de la reunión de exploración, hay un período de exploración de
30 días en el que el público puede brindar opiniones, comentarios e información para el proceso de
planificación. Los comentarios y la información recibidos durante el período de exploración de 30
días se considerarán al identificar y evaluar alternativas factibles en el borrador del Plan de Cuenca.
“Es una gran oportunidad para que los habitantes del Condado de Sonoma brinden sus comentarios
sobre el Plan de Cuenca, el cual fortalecerá la prevención de inundaciones en Santa Rosa durante los
próximos 50 años”, agregó Gorin.

Se invita al público a asistir, discutir y comentar durante la siguiente reunión virtual de exploración
del Plan de Cuencas hidrográficas:

Fecha: 6 de abril
Hora: 18:30 - 7:30 pm.
Lugar: zoom.us
Identificación de la reunión: 865 9200 0603
Número de llamada: (346) 248-7799
Cómo comentar: Se aceptarán comentarios a través del sitio web del proyecto, correo electrónico y
correo entre el 21 de marzo de 2022 y el 21 de abril de 2022 a las 11:59 p.m. (PST). Se aceptarán
comentarios enviados por correo si tienen sello postal antes de o hasta el 21 de abril de 2022.
Sitio web: https://centralsonomawatershedplan.com/
Correo electrónico: comment@centralsonomawatershedplan.com
Correo: Atención:
Jenna Jorgensen
Ingeniería Jones & De Mille
1535 S. 100 W. Richfield, UT 84701
############

A-11

Sonoma Water brinda servicios de suministro de agua, protección contra inundaciones y
saneamiento a partes de los condados de Sonoma y Marin. Visítenos en la Web en
www.sonomawater.org

Barry Dugan (he, him, his)
Principal Programs Specialist
Community and Government Affairs
Sonoma Water
P 707-547-1930
M 707-331-2040
barry.dugan@scwa.ca.gov
sonomawater.org
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Central Sonoma Watershed Plan
- Scoping Meeting -

1

Welcome & Introductions
Sponsor – Sonoma Water
Aaron Fulton – Project Manager
Jessica Martini Lamb – Planning Lead
Dave Cook – Planning & Permitting
Carlos Diaz – Principal Engineer
Kent Gylfe – Deputy Chief Engineer
Susan Haydon – NRCS Liaison

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
Ernesto De La Riva – State Watershed Engineer

AECOM Team
Jenna Jorgensen – Public Outreach & Planning
Seth Gentzler – Project Manager
Jon Stead – Planning Lead
2

2
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Submitting a Question
Click on the Q&A button at the bottom of the screen

Type your question in the Q&A window

3

3

Additional Information
Website (English & Espaῆol):

https://centralsonomawatershedplan.com

4
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Overview
•
•
•
•
•
•

Central Sonoma Watershed Project (CSWP)
Why are we here? (Proposed Project)
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
NEPA Scoping
Schedule
How to comment?

5

5

Central Sonoma Watershed Project
• Developed in 1958 to mitigate flooding in
the 50,000-acre Santa Rosa Creek
subwatershed
• Integrated network of channels, detention
reservoirs, and diversion structures
constructed between 1962 and 1988 by
Sonoma Water, local soil districts, and the
Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS)
• Provided protection from the 100-year flood

6
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Central Sonoma Watershed Project
• $597,000 in annual benefits (flood
avoidance) ~ $2,900,000 in 2022
• Developed when population of Santa Rosa &
Sonoma County were 29,050 and 140,800.
(178,000 and 488,000 as of 2020)

7
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Central Sonoma Watershed Project
1.

Detention basins
(reservoirs)

2.

Diversion structures

3.

Culverts & conduits

4.

Channel improvements 1

1 Approximate Locations

8
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Reservoirs
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1

3
Reservoir

1.

Unregulated flood flows

2.

Spillway structure limits flows exiting
reservoir

3.

Water temporarily stored in the
reservoir and released slowly

Dam

2

Spillway Outlet

Spillway Structure

Results in reduction of peak flows (flooding) downstream
9

9

Reservoirs

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

• Peak flow is reduced
• Temporary storage and slow release of flood flows
Unregulated Inflows
Controlled Outflows

Temporary
Storage
Slow Release

Source: Spring Lake NYE 2005
10
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Reservoirs

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

Source: Spring Lake NYE 2005
11

11

Piner Reservoir
Chanate Road

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

Bird
Rescue
Center

12
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Brush Creek Reservoir

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

Baird Road

Wallace Road

Rincon Ave.
13

13

Matanzas Creek Reservoir

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

14

14
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Santa Rosa Creek Reservoir

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

15

15

SRC Diversion Structure

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

SRC Diversion (Facing Upstream)

16

16

B-9

Spring Creek Diversion Structure

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

Spring Creek Diversion (Facing Downstream)

17

17

Downtown Culverts

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

Federal
Building
Federal
Building

Upstream
City Hall

Downstream
18
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Why are we here?

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

• Infrastructure. Average age of CSWP facilities is ~57 years.
Original design life was estimated at ~50 years
• Land Use. Development and altered watershed response
• Agriculture. Changes Sonoma County’s agricultural sector
• Seismic Risk. Increased understanding of seismic vulnerability
• Climate Change. Greater variation in extreme rainfall, drought
and wildfire
19
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Purpose & Need

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

Purpose: Restore or improve flood protection and mitigate
vulnerabilities to increase community resilience over the
next 50 years.
Need: CSWP facilities have exceeded their original 50-year
design life and the watershed has undergone significant
changes since the 1958 Plan was developed.

20
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Why are we here?

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

Today we’re introducing the process by which Sonoma Water and its federal
partner (NRCS) will assess infrastructure, land use, seismic, and climate
change and chart a course for improved CSWP and community resilience.
•
•
•
•
•

Are there structural or seismic vulnerabilities that need to be corrected?
Does the CSWP protect the community to the same degree as when it was
conceived?
Can we identify strategic projects that can be implemented to improve flood
protection and overall community resilience for the foreseeable future?
What agricultural businesses and enterprises are protected?
Other questions

21
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Proposed Project

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

Central Sonoma Watershed Project Supplemental Watershed Plan
The Project is a planning-level analysis that identifies and evaluates
alternatives that restore or improve flood protection and mitigate
vulnerabilities. The process includes:
•
•
•
•
•

Public engagement & stakeholder outreach
Condition assessments
Vulnerability analyses and alternatives generation
Economic evaluation
National Environmental Policy Act compliance
Matanzas Principal Spillway

22

22

B-12

NRCS

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
• Mission: We deliver conservation solutions so agricultural producers
can protect natural resources and feed a growing world
• Vision: A world of clean and abundant water, healthy soils, resilient
landscapes, and thriving agricultural communities through voluntary
conservation

“Helping people help the land”
Non-Regulatory!
23
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PL-566 Program Overview

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

NRCS Watershed Protection & Flood Prevention Program
The Natural Resources Conservation Service’s (NRCS) Watershed
Protection and Flood Prevention Program assists federal, state, local, and
tribal governments protect and restore watersheds.

24
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PL-566 Program Overview

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

Project Focus Areas
• Flood prevention (flood damage reduction)
• Watershed protection
• Watershed structure rehabilitation

Prince Memorial Greenway October 24, 2021

25
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NEPA

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

Federal funds = NEPA
(National Environmental Policy Act)
Lead Agency = NRCS
*Federal lands and federal permits also invoke NEPA requirements
**State-level compliance efforts (CEQA, permitting) will follow

26
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NEPA

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

NEPA aims to:
• Consider environmental consequences
• Inform the public

27
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Scoping

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

40 CFR 1501.9
“Agencies shall use an early and open process to determine
the scope of issues for analysis . . .”

28
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Issues to Consider

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

Recreation

Cultural Resources

Biological Resources

Land Use

Visual Resources

Policy and Regulation

Economics

Fisheries

29
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Scoping Questions/Input

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

• Are there concerns with the possible outcomes?
• What are the most important environmental concerns?
• Is there any controversy?
• What other environmental laws apply?
• When does the decision need to be made?
• Provide input and information to Project Team

30
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Schedule

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan
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Scoping Period Comments

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

Online:

https://centralsonomawatershedplan.com/

Email:

comment@centralsonomawatershedplan.com

Mail:

Attn: Jenna Jorgensen
Jones & DeMille Engineering
1535 S. 100 W.
Richfield, Utah 84701

Comments accepted if postmarked by April 21, 2022 or if
submitted online or through email by April 21, 2022 11:59 P.M.
32
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Questions?

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

Sonoma Water
Project Manager – Aaron Fulton
(707) 547-1974

NRCS Liaison – Susan Haydon
(707) 478-3570
NRCS
Watershed Engineer – Ernesto De La Riva
ernesto.delariva@usda.gov
33
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Comments
Online:
Email:
Mail:

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

https://centralsonomawatershedplan.com/
comment@centralsonomawatershedplan.com
Attn: Jenna Jorgensen
Jones & DeMille Engineering
1535 S. 100 W.
Richfield, Utah 84701

Comments accepted if postmarked by April 21, 2022 or if
submitted online or through email by April 21, 2022 11:59 P.M.
34
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Questions & Answers
Click on the Q&A button at the bottom of the screen

Type your question in the Q&A window

35

35

B-19

Scoping Report

Appendix C.
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Attendee Lists

Name in Zoom
Jon Stead
Seth Gentzler
Jenna Jorgensen
Anne Morkill
Wendy Trowbridge
George Wright
Jodi Charrier
Darren Holguin
Ernesto De La Riva
Steve Hill
Liz Colby
Aaron Fulton
Barry Dugan
Carlos Diaz
Chase Takajo
Dave Cook
Jessica Martini-Lamb
Kent Gylfe
Sherry Barbic
Susan Haydon
Darek Trowbridge
Cyn Wallace
DJ
Wendy Smit
Chuck Tesler
Stephen Henry
Tricia
Vern Rogers
Ciara Emery# Rep Huffman
Dan Roberts
Debbie
Bill

Entity
AECOM
AECOM
JDE
Laguna Foundation
Laguna Foundation
Language People
NMFS
NRCS
NRCS
NRCS
NRCS
SCWA
SCWA
SCWA
SCWA
SCWA
SCWA
SCWA
SCWA
SCWA
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Meetings attended
Agency and Public
Agency and Public
Agency and Public
Agency
Agency
Spanish Interpreter
Agency
Agency
Agency and Public
Agency and Public
Public
Agency and Public
Agency and Public
Agency and Public
Agency
Agency and Public
Agency and Public
Agency and Public
Agency
Public
Public
Public
Public
Public
Public
Public
Public
Public
Public
Public
Public
Public
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Appendix D.
#

1

2

Commenter

Darek
Trowbridge

Brenda L.
Tomaras

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

Comments
Comment
Topic

Comment

Soil
management

My question involves consideration of soil management on
private property as another means of reducing stormwater
flow as well as increasing groundwater recharge.
What I mean is, with the prevalence of hardscape in Santa
Rosa, any opportunity to have soil be capable of allowing
water percolation through it as well as retaining that water
on property. In other words, keeping as much water on
property as possible.
As the RCD knows well, if you increase the soil organic
matter by 1% (per acre) you get a concomitant 27,000
gallons of water (per acre) retained on property. Support
for landowners through organic materials such as mulch
and compost can greatly increase the permeability of idle
soil. This could also be a key component of the necessary
Compost use coming with SB1383 as Zero Waste Sonoma
can attest to.
The win-win is using compost and keeping water in the soil,
meanwhile the landowner benefits from better plant
growth.
I would love to hear if this can be included in your vision
and objectives for the watershed plan update.

Response

At this time, the Lytton Rancheria would just like to be
Cultural/Tribal
assured that cultural and tribal resources will be evaluated
resources
in any of the environmental documents that are planned.

D-1

Although Sonoma Water
actively supports projects that
will improve watershed
response to rainfall, soil
management on private
property in urban areas is
outside the scope of the project
and local sponsor’s purview.

Effects to cultural and Tribal
resources will be evaluated for
each alternative within the
Plan-ED. The NRCS is in the
process of initiating tribal
consultation with interested

Scoping Report

#

Commenter

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

Comment
Topic

Comment

Response
federally recognized and other
California tribes as identified by
the Native American Heritage
Commission. A summary of
tribal consultation as well as
consultation with the State
Historic Preservation Officer
(SHPO) will be included in the
Draft Plan-ED and may be
ongoing.
Beyond this NEPA process, the
Project Sponsor (Sonoma
Water) is also responsible for
completing tribal consultation
according to CEQA and AB 52.

3

Claire Myers
- Santa Rosa
Water

Flood risk

Santa Rosa Water recommends the CSWP study debris and
debris flow risks to the Santa Rosa Creek Diversion from the
Santa Rosa Creek watershed upstream of its crossing at
State Route 12. The Glass Fire Watershed Emergency
Response Team Evaluation (CA-LNU-015947) dated
November 6, 2020 (WERT), outlined risks in this watershed
from the geologic conditions, historic debris slides/flows
and landslides/flows, and the percent slopes. Santa Rosa
City staff has also observed on-going slope instabilities
within the hills of our eastern watersheds, especially in the
watersheds of Ducker Creek upstream of Calistoga Road,
Austin Creek upstream of Calistoga Road, and Santa Rosa
Creek upstream of State Route 12. In addition to fire,
earthquakes, especially during the wet season, can increase

D-2

Debris flows and landslides are
important hillslope processes
that can deliver sediment and
other material to low-lying
areas and drainage
infrastructure. Sonoma Water
will consider debris flow risks to
the Santa Rosa Creek
Diversions.
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#

4

Commenter

Claire Myers
- Santa Rosa
Water

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

Comment
Topic

Telemetric
monitoring
systems

Comment

Response

the likelihood of slope failures in these watersheds.
Sonoma Water's vortex and Santa Rosa Creek Diversion
located west of the intersection of Montgomery Drive and
Melita Road are critical flood protection infrastructure.
Currently, that infrastructure does not have debris
catchment or debris flow basin features upstream of it as
protection measures. If the capacity of storm drain
infrastructure upstream of the Santa Rosa Creek Diversion,
or the inlet of the diversion itself, is compromised during
high flow storm events to the point that the design flows
cannot enter the diversion and reach the Spring Lake
Detention Reservoir as designed, the flood risk to those
within the Santa Rosa Creek watershed would greatly
increase as the Spring Lake Reservoir provides 66% of the
available flood volume storage (3,500 acre-feet) of facilities
in the Central Sonoma Watershed Project.
Santa Rosa Water recommends the CSWP scope include a
study of, and potentially recommend as a future project,
installation of a system of telemetric monitoring in the four
flood protection reservoirs in the CSWP and key locations in
Santa Rosa Creek and its key tributaries. Telemetric
monitoring systems, combined with ongoing hydrologic and
hydraulic flood modeling, would help Sonoma Water and
Santa Rosa Water:
• Continue to obtain historical data on the watershed's
waterways for potential improvements to hydrologic
and hydraulic modeling;
• Provide real-time monitoring of creek levels, enabling
staff to better identify when, if, and where flooding

Sonoma Water has developed a
telemetric monitoring system
that includes sensors at the
four flood protection
reservoirs, at prominent
locations along creeks in the
project area, and other
locations throughout the Santa
Rosa Creek and surrounding
watersheds; data is available on
the Sonoma OneRain website.
The data will be used as part of
model refinement and
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Commenter
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Comment
Topic

Comment

•
•

5

Claire Myers
- Santa Rosa
Water

Additional
beneficial
uses

6

Claire Myers
- Santa Rosa
Water

Flood
protection

Response

may be imminent, potentially yielding more warning
time for emergency response;
Provide the potential for obtaining additional data on
impacts to the watershed for events such as fire and
correlations to increased "flashiness" of flows; and
Provide critical data that can be used in the
development of future forecasting models specifically
for our watershed, which can be adapted into live
dashboards to be used by Emergency Managers and
Emergency Operation Centers for flood prediction using
real time and forecasted data.

calibration effort for this
project, which will focus on
identifying improvements that
maximize flood prevention
benefits. Establishing floodforecasting and operational
tools for flood response is
outside the scope of the
project.

Opportunities to incorporate
additional beneficial uses will
be considered in the analysis as
In regard to consideration of future projects, Santa Rosa
part of the NEPA process.
Water recommends that the CSWP scope consider
Impacts to recreational uses
additional beneficial uses. These should include, but not be
and fish habitat will be
limited to, bike and pedestrian trails along daylighted
disclosed in the Plan-ED.
creeks, fish habitat, and coordinating with the City
Coordinating large-scale offsite
regarding future large-scale offsite low impact
low impact development
development project offsets and trash capture at City
offsets and trash capture at City
storm drain infrastructure outfalls.
storm drain infrastructure is
beyond the scope of the
project.
Santa Rosa Water recommends the scope consider flood
One of the primary goals of the
protection projects that mitigate risks to key City
Project is to assess current
emergency response facilities including the Utility Field
flood patterns and identify
Office, Municipal Services Centers, City Hall, and Santa Rosa project alternatives that
Police Department headquarters. These facilities house key increase community resilience
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#

Commenter
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Comment
Topic

Comment

Response

services, equipment, Citywide Emergency Operations
Centers (EOC), and Department Operations Centers (DOC)
that are critical in emergency response and disaster
recovery. Draft hydrologic and hydraulic models currently
project that these locations will be inundated during flood
events. Sonoma County has, in the past, turned to City
facilities, including the City's EOC, as a backup and support
for Sonoma County's EOC. An impact to City facilities could
greatly compromise our ability to provide emergency
response and post disaster services to the community, as
well as the City's ability to provide mutual aide to Sonoma
County.

7

Claire Myers
- Santa Rosa
Water

Stormwater
management

8

Claire Myers
- Santa Rosa
Water

Hydrologic/
hydraulic
analysis

to flooding. The project
includes development of an
updated hydrologic and
hydraulic model of the Santa
Rosa Creek watershed. Sonoma
Water will consider flood
protection alternatives that
mitigate flood impacts to floodprone areas downstream of
CSWP facilities, which may
include the City’s Utility Field
Office, Municipal Services
Centers, City Hall, and Santa
Rosa Police Department
headquarters, and will disclose
potential impacts in the PlanED.
The City has additional goals outlined in its Citywide Creek
Sonoma Water and NRCS will
Master Plan (2013), and will be developing new goals as
consider the City of Santa
part of its upcoming Storm Drain Master Plan. The CSWP
Rosa’s Citywide Creek Master
team should coordinate with the City to ensure consistency Plan (2013) goals and
between the CSWP and City planning documents pertaining consistency with potential
to creeks, floods, and storm drain infrastructure.
project alternatives.
The existing and proposed
The City requests that as part of the deliverables for the
hydrologic and hydraulic
CSWP efforts, any final hydrologic and hydraulic models
analysis will be part of the
and supporting documentation developed be transmitted
published project record and
to Santa Rosa Water's Storm Water and Creeks Team.
will be provided upon request.
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Commenter

Thomas
Arens

10 Neil Hancock

Central Sonoma Watershed Plan

Comment
Topic

Comment

Response

Wildfire

Suggest you add "wild fires" to your above scoping...

Trash control

Eliminate trash from exiting the watershed, and hopefully
also eliminate it from entering the waterways – particularly
plastic debris.
At the very least there needs to be a method of estimating
how much trash this watershed contributes downstream.

D-6

The scoping comment does not
provide enough detail or
specificity to respond. Sonoma
Water contacted the
commenter after the scoping
period to ask for clarification on
the nature of the comment. No
further detail was provided by
the commenter.
The purpose of the project is to
evaluate and identify
alternatives that prevent or
mitigate flooding. Although the
contribution of trash and
plastic debris is an important
water quality and
environmental concern, the
elimination of trash or
quantification of trash
emanating from the Santa Rosa
Creek Watershed is beyond the
scope of the project.

